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HOW PETER BECAME A DISCIPLE

Youth Special

By itself, conscience is not the voice of God, for it is educated and
determined by the principles on which a person bases his life. But if
it is obeyed constantly and brought in line with the teaching of the
Bible, it will reflect God's standard increasingly. The promise in
Luke 11:34, then is, that if we keep our conscience clean we shall
have God's light flooding our lives - and thus we shall know His will.
If we fail to listen to the voice of conscience in our daily lives, we
shall fail to hear the voice of the Spirit when seeking God's
guidance. Instant obedience to God whenever He speaks to us is
one of the secrets of guidance.

Recently, | read of a fifteen-year-old boy, blind from birth, who flew
and landed an aircraft safely. This remarkable feat was
accomplished by his instantly obeying every order given by his
instructor pilot. When facing life's manifold problems, we may feel
like blind men trying to land a plane on an unknown and invisible
runway. But if we develop the habit of instant obedience to God's
commands, we shall find that we land safely.

Unconditional Yieldedness

Make a decisive dedication of your bodies - presenting all your
members and faculties - as a living sacrifice, holy and well pleasing
to God....o that you may prove (for yourselves) what is the good
and acceptable and perfect will of God (Romans 12:1, 2).

The New Testament exhorts us to become bondslaves to the Lord.
Paul called himself a willing bondslave of Jesus Christ. In the Old
Testament, there were two classes of servants - the bondslave and
the hired servant. Abondslave, unlike the hired servant was never
paid. He was bought by his master for a price and as a result all that
he was and all that he possessed belonged to his master. This is
what every believer must recognize himself to be. Our time,
money, talents, families, possessions, minds and bodies - all -
belong to our Master and our Lord, for they are His by right of
purchase on the Cross (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20).
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We are therefore exhorted to present our bodies to God, once for
all, as a living sacrifice, even as the burnt offering in the Old
Testament. The burnt offering, unlike the sin offering, was wholly
offered to God and signified the offerer's utter dedication unto Him.
When a man offered a burnt offering, he received nothing back.
God could do whatever He liked with that offering. It was symbolic
of Calvary's Cross where the Lord Jesus offered Himself utterly to
His Father saying,

"Father, not My will but Thine be done."

This is what it means to present our body as a living sacrifice to
God: we must die to our own will and choice as to how and where
our body should be used by Him. Only thus can we know His will.

Lack of such yieldedness is usually the main reason why we are
unable to ascertain God's will. Our yieldedness to the Lord is often
with reservations. We are not really willing to accept anything that
God may offer.

| met a brother once who was willing to take up any vocation
except full-time Christian service. | told him that it was this
reservation that kept him from being clear about God's plan for his
life. When he finally yielded all to the Lord, he immediately gained a
deeper assurance of God's will. God did not call him to full-time
Christian service, but He wanted him to be willing.

To be continued...
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